LAWS 2105 T	 	Final Exam Part One 	  			(20 Marks)

Answer all questions in succinct point form beneath each question (2 marks per question), save the revised file with your last name added, and submit the completed assignment electronically on CULearn by 5:00 pm June 25.

Please note: This assigned portion of your final assessment (worth 20% of your final grade) must reflect your own effort. This exam is not cumulative. It purely deals with material in the course's last section (Human Rights in a Fractured World). Do not collaborate with other students in the course or anyone else’s while completing the exam. All the required information may be found in your lecture notes and assigned readings in CULearn. Please submit your answers as an electronic file (in MSWord or pdf) on CULearn (via the assignment submit tab) Please ensure the electronic file is not corrupted, retain a separate, correctly dated, secure backup copy of the file as submitted, and note that if your answers cannot be accessed on CULearn it will have a significant impact on your final grade. For questions/more information about electronic submissions see CULearn student support page Instructions for submitting an assignment in CULearn: https://carleton.ca/culearnsupport/students/assignment/ 



1.	According to Thomson, what is the distinction between Absolute Rights violations and Minimal Rights violations? 


Absolute right violation includes violation against absolute human rights such as freedom of thought, religion, torture prohibition as well as degrading punishments. Minimal rights violations include violations of human rights by limiting them. An example includes the limitation of liberty or freedom. 


[bookmark: _Hlk66731965]2.	How does Pogge believe human rights can be “disrespected”? What makes this disrespect “official”?  

   Human rights can be disrespected through violation of human rights by the government. Governments can fail to recognize some rights from the list of human rights or implement laws that allow them to violate human rights. An example is the practice of torture.                                                                                                  

3.	 Provide some examples of how Sen believes human rights are legitimate without state support? 
Public reasoning is an example of human rights that can exist legitimately beyond the limits of the law. Public reasoning in uncensored news media, as well as uncurbed public discussion, have influenced the extent to which authoritarian orders such as suppression or intimidation are exercised. 
Public reasoning also gives room for freedom of expression against government atrocities. 


4. 	How does Barber characterize Negative and Positive Constitutionalism? 
Negative constitutionalism is characterized as constitutionalism that demands the limited power of the state. There is more separation of powers and restriction of the state by the rule of law. Positive constitutionalism is morally attractive in itself without any notion of using the law in restraining the power of the state. The state in positive constitutionalism has institutions with power and the ability to take action. 



[bookmark: _Hlk66731738]5.	How do the divides between Race Liberals and Critical Race Theorists reflect disputes between Formal and Substantive Equality? 
Critical race theorists consider race as a result of socially constructed groups that function to oppress minority groups. Substantive equality would require recognition of the discrimination created by the legal institutions in the United States resulting in economic and social differences between the whites and other races. Race liberalism on the other was developed on the roots of equal opportunity eliminating discrimination. Equal opportunity is related to formal equality which requires equal treatment of individuals in any activity. 
6. 	According to Nussbaum, how can some human rights capabilities be accorded more importance or relevance over other capabilities? 

Prioritizing human capabilities through public policy can be a way of according them the importance to other capabilities. This can help in creating the best intervention points as part of preparing for a tragedy-free future. 

7.	 What was the “Persons” case? What were the legal questions decided in the judgment? What was the result?

The Persons Case was a ruling under constitutional law establishing the right of women to be elected in the Senate. The legal questions raised in the questions entailed the right of women to vote as well as the right to hold political office. The ruling required women to be recognized as men legally as “persons”. 
[bookmark: _Hlk66731705]8.	 According to Shue, why do we owe human rights obligations to those in future generations? 
The current generation has the right of protecting the available resources to ensure equal opportunities for future generations. The protection and conservation of the current resources are crucial in ensuring future generations are not faced with alternatives that undermine their rights. These obligations can include saving energy or protection from climate change by avoiding pollution. 

                                                                                                                                                 
9.	According to Merry, how do human rights ideas or institutions move from one cultural setting to another? How can translation take place in diverse cultural contexts?

The ideas promoted in various cultural settings can travel to different settings. Activisms are one of the major ways through which human rights have been promoted. local institutions adopt the ideas of human rights promoted by activists and vernacularize them making them more understandable. Social interaction from the small communities becomes a major driver of popularizing these ideas in the communities. 


10. 	In the Rorty piece, human rights are undermined by an inability to quell social and economic inequalities. According to Rorty, why are human rights unable to respond to these issues? 

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Human rights are unable to respond to social and economic inequalities as they are not independent of any social conventions and human agreements. Human rights are unable to exist without various conventions and treaties encompassing the economy and society. This means the rights are dependent on these factors hence they are unable to quell any issues related to them. 




